NITO AGREEMENT TEMPLATE
CONSULTANT ASSIGNMENTS  -  MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

AGREEMENT ON CONSULTANCY SERVICES
Agreement on consultancy services between:
      (hereinafter referred to as the Consultant)
and
      (hereinafter referred to as the Client)
This agreement is signed in 2 – two – copies, 
of which each party retains 1- one - copy.
	Place       / Date      


	
	

	____________________ Signature Consultant
	____________________ Signature Client

	
	

	
	

	Name: 
     
Title: 
     
Company: 
     
All written inquiries to the Consultant regarding this Agreement shall be directed to:
Company

     
Org. No. 

     
Address 
     
Address 
     
Postal Code/-Area 
     
Phone

     
Fax
     
Email

     

	Name: 
     
Title: 
     
Company: 
     
All written inquiries to the Client regarding this Agreement shall be directed to:
Company

     
Org. No. 

     
Address 
     
Address 
     
Postal Code/-Area 
     
Phone

     
Fax
     
Email

     



The following are appendices to this Agreement:
	
	YES
	NO

	APPENDIX 1 – SPECIFICATION OF THE ASSIGNMENT
	
	

	APPENDIX 2 – PROGRESS PLAN WITH MILESTONES AND CHART OF RESPONSIBILITIES
	
	

	APPENDIX 3 -      
	
	

	APPENDIX 4-      
	
	


CONTENTS, OBJECTIVE AND DELIVERY
This agreement is concluded on the NITO (Norwegian Society of Engineers & Technologists) agreement template for "major consultancy assignments".
1.1 OBJECTIVE
The Consultant shall conduct consultancy services and complete an assignment in connection with       (name of the project).
The assignment is specified in Appendix 1 to this agreement.
SCOPE, PRICE AND PAYMENT, TERMINATION
1.2 SCOPE
The work starts on       and shall be completed by      .
The progress shall be in accordance with the agreed progress plan, cf. Appendix 2.
1.3 FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK AND RESOURCE USE
The agreed consultancy assistance shall be carried out within:
 A. A financial framework of NOK       excluding VAT. Describe in Appendix 1.
 B. A resource framework of       hours. Describe in Appendix 1.
1.4 IMPLEMENTATION
The assignment is carried out by   (name of executing consultant). Replacement of personnel may only take place in the event of illness and by agreement with the Client. The cost of necessary training of any new person that is required so that the replacement does not involve deterioration in the quality of the consultancy service or delay according to the progress plan, shall be borne by the Consultant.
The assignment shall be implemented (tick what is appropriate);
 A. Under the direction of the Client
 B. As a project organized by a:
 Steering Group
 Project Manager
 Project Secretariat
 Reference Groups
Other, describe in Appendix 1.
The consultancy services are carried out on   premises, and normal working hours are Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m, with the deduction of a 30 min. lunch break every day.
PRICE
Consultancy services under this agreement are carried out at an hourly rate of NOK       excluding VAT.
The hourly rate includes all expenses for travel between the Client and the Consultant. Expenses related to any other travel imposed or approved in advance by the Client in connection with this assignment are covered according to Government rates. Travel time is remunerated with 50% of the normal hourly rate unless otherwise agreed.
Office supplies and the costs of office resources, Internet access, phone, typing and copying are covered by the Client.
Other costs associated with the assistance than those listed above are covered by the Client if they are approved before they are incurred.
1.5 PAYMENT
The services are invoiced in arrears at the end of each month with a subsequent 14-day payment deadline. The Consultant sends a brief summary of time used to the Client each month for information and approval before invoicing.
The Consultant will provide an unconditional guarantee issued by a Norwegian bank or other authorized credit institution equivalent to the amount of the payment in the case of prepayment, instalment- and progress payments . The guarantee is valid until the work is completed, but may be reduced pro rata with the Client’s approval of completed stages or similar.
1.6 PRICE CHANGE
Hourly consultancy fees specified under Section 2.4 may be increased:
a. If changes to rules result in government taxes or duties being imposed on the agreed services.
b. As at 01.01 each year within the framework, the increase that has taken place in the consumer price index in the period since the price was last determined.
1.7 DURATION/TERMINATION
The agreement is valid until the consultancy assignment is completed, but may be terminated in writing by the Client with 3 months’ notice. If the nature or scope of the consultancy require substantial changes, the Consultant may terminate the agreement with 3 months’ notice, but with the obligation to complete work that has been started.
1.8 AMENDMENTS/SUPPLEMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT
Amendments to the agreed consultancy assistance must be agreed separately. In addition to this Agreement, the parties may agree on new consultancy assistance. The framework figures for time and costs are agreed in each case, however, so that Clause 2.6 applies.
1.9 OTHER CONDITIONS
Describe any other conditions that the parties separately agree to. 
     
RIGHTS TO RESULTS ETC.
1.10 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND RIGHT OF OWNERSHIP
The Client has complete intellectual property rights and right of ownership to all background material and to any result of work carried out under this agreement.
1.11 RIGHT TO NEW ASSIGNMENTS
The Consultant may not take on new assignments for another client without the prior written consent of the Client if the new assignments are directly built on the results of this Agreement.
2 THE CONSULTANT’S OBLIGATIONS
2.1 THE CONSULTANT'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROFESSIONAL QUALITY AND DELIVERY
The Consultant shall carry out the assignment specified in Appendix 1 within the specified time and resource framework, see Appendix 2, and so that the assumed result of the assignment is actually achieved.
The Consultant is responsible for the quality of the results of the assignment in accordance with the requirements that it was reasonable to set based on the presumed professional expertise of the Consultant carrying out the assignment.
The Consultant is responsible for any overrun of time and resource frameworks resulting from negligence and intent on the part of himself or his staff. 
2.2 RISK
The Consultant bears the risk for all documents, descriptions and instructions if these are damaged or destroyed by random events while they are in his custody and outside the Client’s premises.
2.3 DUTY OF CONFIDENTIALITY
The Consultant has a duty of confidentiality in respect of all business matters, negotiations, operating results, personal data etc. of which the Consultant gains knowledge during the assignment for the Client. The Consultant shall comply with the rules governing the Client’s personnel in connection with securing confidential information.
The Consultant understands that a breach of confidentiality may result in criminal liability, cf. Sections 294 and 405a of the Penal Code and Sections 7.8 and 9 of the Marketing Act.
2.4 IMPARTIALITY
To prevent the Consultant from entering into a conflict of interest in connection with the assignment, he should promptly inform the Client of any conflicts of interest that may arise. Questions of conflict of interest and impartiality are determined in each case by the Client. The Client is not obliged to justify such decisions.
THE CLIENT’S OBLIGATIONS
2.5 THE CLIENT’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROFESSIONAL QUALITY AND DELIVERY
The Client is responsible for its employees and any other assistance that it uses to fulfil its obligations under the agreement. The Client shall contribute to the Consultant’s implementation of the assignment.
Such cooperation shall be in accordance with what has been agreed,  and moreover in accordance with loyal conduct, in that the Client shall contribute with the basis material in his possession, and make the decisions necessary for the implementation of the assignment. The cooperation shall be adapted to the agreed progress of the assignment.
2.6 PAYMENT OBLIGATIONS
In the event of delayed payment in accordance with Clause 2 of the Agreement, the Consultant may charge interest according to the Act Relating to Interest on Overdue Payments of December 19, 1976 No. 100.
When an extended deadline is requested, cf. Clause 6, the Client must provide its answer in writing. If the Client fails to respond within ten working days from receiving notification of delay, the extended deadline is deemed to have been accepted.
3 DEADLINE EXTENSION, ADDITIONAL REMUNERATION
The Client may impose on the Consultant changes to the assignment specification (Appendix 1) based on new knowledge and acquired experience. 
Change orders shall be in writing. The order should specify that a change is being made and the nature of the change. The Consultant shall notify the Client without undue delay if he wishes to claim that the change order is beyond what he is obliged to do in accordance with the agreement.
If the changes, the number of changes, the timing of the changes or the like result in the premises for the agreed fee being materially changed, both parties have the right to claim that the resulting costs or savings from the amended premises form the basis for adjustment of the fee.
A party is entitled to a deadline extension if the delay is a result of a hindrance that may be attributed to conditions for which the other party bears the risk, such as changes, lack of cooperation or similar. Both parties should seek to prevent and limit the damaging effects of a possible deadline extension.
If the Consultant wishes to claim a deadline extension and/or additional remuneration, he must notify the Client without undue delay. The notification shall include a justification for the claim and whether the Consultant requires a deadline extension and/or additional remuneration. The Client shall make a decision regarding the Consultants ' justified claim without undue delay.
BREACH OF AGREEMENT, SANCTIONS
3.1 FAILURE ON THE PART OF THE CONSULTANT
There is a failure on the part of the Consultant if the Consultant's obligations and services deviate from those set out in this agreement with appendices.
3.2 DEADLINE FOR CLAIMS
The Client must, within reasonable time, claim a failure on the part of the Consultant that he becomes aware of during the performance of the assignment. The Client may require that the Consultant remedies the failure for its own account and risk. Once the assignment has been completed, the Client may only invoke failures that are claimed within a reasonable time after he has discovered or should have discovered them.
3.3 THE CLIENT’S RIGHT TO WITHHOLD PAYMENT
The Client may withhold as much of the payment as is necessary to ensure that he has sufficient security to cover any specified and substantiated claims related to the Consultant’s failures.
3.4 TERMINATION OF THE AGREEMENT
Either party has the right to terminate the agreement if the other party is in material breach of its contractual obligations, or it is clear that such a breach will occur. Before termination takes place, a reasonable deadline (30 days) shall be given to correct the situation.
Both parties have the right to terminate this agreement, with immediate effect, if the counterparty is subject to bankruptcy proceedings or has initiated composition proceedings.
Upon termination, the Consultant is entitled to fees for the part of the assignment that is carried out in accordance with the agreement. The Client is entitled to receive and use the basis material and any results of the work performed under the agreement and that has been paid, in accordance with the rules in Clause 3.
4 NORWEGIAN LAW AND DISPUTES
This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with Norwegian law. 
Disputes between the parties regarding the interpretation or the legal effects of this agreement are resolved by negotiations. If such negotiations do not succeed within two weeks from the time the dispute arose, then either party may require that the dispute be settled with final effect by arbitration in Norway under Norwegian procedural rules. 
The Parties accept a court as the legal venue for resolving any disputes and disagreements that cannot be resolved by negotiations.
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